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begin discussion of the Brest-Litovsk treaty. The parties
of the Right and Centre were openly jubilant at having
achieved peace in the East on their own terms, and
expressed enthusiastic hopes that the great offensive in
the West, which was about to be launched, would shortly
result in a similar peace with the remainder of the Allied
and Associated Powers. The parties of the Left were
critical in a varying degree, but only the Independent
Socialists appeared to have the courage of their convictions.

The formal case for ratification was put by the
Chancellor and the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, von dem Bussche, who defended the peace terms
as a whole, as containing " no conditions whatever dis-
honouring to Eussia, no mention of oppressive war
indemnities, and no forcible appropriation of Russian
territories ". The old fiction of the self-determination of
Courland and Lithuania was repeated, while in respect of
the other occupied territories Hertling stated expressly:
" We are not thinking of establishing ourselves permanently
\uns festsetzen] in Estonia or Livonia, we wish only to live
on good friendly terms after the war with the political
forces which are coming into existence there, in such a
way that will not exclude peace and friendly relations
with Russia "-1

That this was not the view or intention of the Supreme
Command was made clear by the words of their usual
mouthpiece, Gustav Stresemann, who viewed with appre-
hension the proposal to separate Courland, with Riga, from
Livonia and Estonia. " Here the right of self-determination
does not apply! " cried the man who was later to lead
Germany to Geneva, and added, " I do not believe in
Wilson's universal league of nations; I believe that after
the conclusion of peace it will burst like a soap-bubble ".2

1  Verhandlungen des Reichstags, March 18,1918, pp. 4425-4427.

2  Ibid. March 19, 1918, pp. 4453, 4462. How accurately Stresemann
interpreted the view of the General Staff may be judged from the fact